
DON’T BE AN IDIOT







”

“

— Cicero

"Though Athens brought forth numerous divine things,  yet she 
never created anything nobler than those sublime Mysteries 
through which we became gentler and have advanced from a 
barbarous and rustic life to a more civilised one, so that we 
not only live more joyfully but also die with a better hope."













”

“

— Patricia Churchland

Theories of consciousness are like 
toothbrushes -  everyone has one and no 

one wants to use anyone else’s
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“

— Chris Martin, Coldplay

Why
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Questionnaire:  What's your main concern about the 
UK's relationship with the EU? 

"Brussels makes rules we didn't vote for" 
"Immigration is changing my town too fast” 

"The single market helps my business survive" 
"I  love European collaboration but hate Brussels bureaucracy" 

"Nobody asked us before, finally we get a say on something" 
"Free movement is brilliant for young people" 

"The elites want to remain; that tells me we should leave" 



Story: Tell me the story of your relationship with the 
EU? 

"I'm a lorry driver, used to work in manufacturing before the factory closed in 
2009.  The EU means cheap labor coming in, means Polish lads doing my routes for 

less money. I 'm not racist,  they're good workers,  but nobody asked if Bradford 
could handle it.  The high street's half empty, the pubs are gone, but you see 

plenty of new cars in the nice parts of London. My MP came round once before 
the election, never seen him since.  Brussels feels distant,  but Westminster feels 
worse -  at least Brussels didn't bail out the banks with my taxes while I  took a 

pay cut.  This referendum, it's  the first time anyone's asked me anything in years.  
That probably tells you all you need to know." 



Conversation: What matters most to you about the 
UK's relationship with Europe? 

User:  I think we should control our own borders,  make our own laws. 

AI: What would that change for you personally? 

User: Well,  my town's changed a lot.  Lot of Eastern Europeans moved in, shops are different,  hear different languages. 

AI: How does that affect your daily life? 

User: It 's . . .  it 's  not them really.  They work hard. It 's  just it  happened so fast and nobody asked. Makes you feel l ike you 
don't matter.  

AI: Who should have asked? 

User: The government I suppose. But they don't care what we think. They bailed out the bankers,  gave them bonuses 
while we had austerity.  My daughter's a teacher, her pay's been frozen for years.  They listen to the City,  not to us.  

AI: So if  you could change one thing, what would it  be? 

User: Make them listen. Make them accountable.  This vote, leaving the EU, maybe that' l l  shake things up. Maybe then 
they'l l  pay attention. 



Preference 1 

We remain in the European 
Union but renegotiate our 
relationship to address the 

concerns that surfaced. This 
means regaining some control 
over immigration policy - not 

ending free movement, but 
giving local councils the ability 

to manage integration when 
demographic change happens 
faster than infrastructure can 

support

Preference 2 

We leave the European Union 
formally but negotiate a close 

partnership modeled on 
Norway's relationship with the 

EEA. This gives us the 
sovereignty of being outside the 

EU while maintaining the 
economic benefits of single 
market access for trade and 

business.

Preference 3 

A public inquiry into the 2008 
financial crisis with powers to 

claw back executive bonuses paid 
before the crash, comprehensive 

banking sector reforms 
separating retail  from 

investment banking, and a £50 
billion regional investment fund 

paid for by a financial 
transactions tax on the City of 

London



PROBLEMS
AI Bias 

AI Manipulation 
Propaganda, Populism, Demagoguery 

It ’s  not perfect,  but it ’s  a lot better than what we have 
now 
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